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Butterflies represent 10% of all lepidoptera, are well known
insects and have an aesthetic value

They are holometabolous
and have a relatively short 

life cycle

Butterflies are the only group of insects for which we have a 
published data set of functional traits

Grasslands are the main habitat for most European 
butterflies, in Europe, grasslands are man dependent habitats
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Butterflies are the only group of insect monitored under a 
European Monitoring Scheme

The only pollinators for which trends at EU scale are available

European Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme

ABLE project
Assessing ButtefLies in Europe

Strengthening Pollinator Recovery through 
INdicators and monitorinG
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The European Strategy 2030 and the Pollinator Initiative:
two concrete tools for butterfly conservation

On 20 May 2020, the Commission published the ‘EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030 – Bringing nature back into our lives’, 

containing specific actions to be delivered by 2030.
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